
Educational Goals for Aboriginal Students

Th e Ministry of Education’s Ontario First Nation, Métis, and Inuit Education Policy Framework has 
identifi ed three educational goals to benefi t Aboriginal students: 

1. High level of student achievement
2. Reduce gaps in student achievement
3. High levels of public confi dence

Th e Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board is please to announce its initiative, Making 
Good Tracks – An Aboriginal Education Project, which is funded by the Ministry of Education. Th is 
project will help us achieve these goals for Aboriginal students in our school communities. 

High Quality Education for Aboriginal Students in Our Schools

Ensuring that First Nations, Métis, and Inuit students receive the highest quality of education is a 
key goal for our Board. One way to help achieve this goal is to create a Voluntary Aboriginal 
Student Self-Identifi cation policy. 

With this policy, we would be able to collect accurate and relevant information so we can plan more 
eff ective programs for student success, and provide additional supports for Aboriginal students.

Why is Voluntary Self-Identifi cation Important?

• Our elementary and secondary schools will be able to provide a more supportive, safe and  
 inclusive learning environment for all Aboriginal students 
• We will be able to bring meaningful Aboriginal cultural perspectives and activities into our  
 classrooms
• Aboriginal students will have access to programs that focus on their cultures and traditions
• Teachers and students will become more aware of local Aboriginal history, culture, 
 languages and contributions
• New teaching resources will be designed and used to enhance the learning of all Aboriginal  
 students
• We will report to parents and engage the community on Aboriginal students’ achievements
• Staff  will have the opportunity to adopt best practices and develop yearly action plans that  
 focus on enhancing the literacy and numeracy skills of our Aboriginal students to ensure  
 their success
• We will be able to work with First Nation(s) to provide support for their students who are  
 moving into publically funded elementary and secondary schools
• We will be able to foster the leadership skills of Aboriginal student 
• Working together with the larger community, we will provide Aboriginal students with  
 events and activities that encourage good role models, promote the value of education and  
 open up job prospects for their future
• We will purchase credible and authentic Aboriginal resources such as books, software, 
 periodicals and other media and learning materials

Our Aboriginal 
Education Project

RECENT PAST

In 2005, a commitment was made by political and Aboriginal leaders from across Canada to 
take action to close the quality of life gap between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people. 
Improving educational achievement for First Nation, Métis and Inuit students from 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 was one of the ways identifi ed to make meaningful change. 

As a result, in 2007, the Ministry of Education launched the Ontario First Nation, Métis 
and Inuit Education Policy Framework, with the goal to improve the learning environment 
and educational outcomes for Aboriginal students. Th e Ministry of Education committed 
to providing funds and support to school boards across the province so they can promote 
awareness and appreciation for First Nation, Métis and Inuit history, culture, language and 
perspectives. Th e benefi ts of the Ministry’s commitment will extend to our Board’s school 
communities. 

OUR RESPONSE 

In April 2008, the Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board began the process by 
hiring an Aboriginal Education Specialist to work with one of our Superintendents. Together, 
they established an Internal Working Group as well as an Elders’ Advisory Council to guide 
and advise the project.  We were also pleased to begin meeting with the Aboriginal Education 
Advisory Circle.  All parties have a distinct role and bring unique perspectives and we are 
already seeing the benefi ts from working together on this project.   

Our Aboriginal education project is called Making Good Tracks – which we feel refl ects the 
importance of working together for the benefi t of present and future generations. A major 
focus of this project is to establish a Voluntary Aboriginal Self-Identifi cation Policy. Th e goal 
of this policy is to collect accurate data in order to track student progress and help us 
evaluate the eff ectiveness our new student success initiatives. 

LOOKING AHEAD

We look forward to the many opportunities that this project will off er our school 
communities. Studies show that the most eff ective schools are ones that recognize Aboriginal 
cultures, identity, values and needs, while challenging students to acquire the skills necessary 
to succeed in life. As we plan for the future, we invite you to attend one of the community 
consultation events that we have planned, or call to arrange a group presentation or 
one-on-one interview.  Your input is important as we work together Making Good Tracks.  

S i m c o e  M u s k o k a  C a t h o l i c  D i s t r i c t  S c h o o l  B o a r d
Linda McGregor, Aboriginal Education Specialist, (705) 722-3555 ext. 367 or Darren Schmidt, Superintendant of Schools, (705) 722-3555 ext. 272


